David: The Shepherd

David may have been a warrior. He may have been a worshipper. He may have even
been a king. | want to focus on another title David had. David was a shepherd. He
began his life guarding his father's (Jesse) sheep and He ended his life guarding his
Father's (God) sheep. David had shepherding in his blood. He knew the ways of the
shepherd. He lived by the shepherd's code. He talked like a shepherd. He walked like a
shepherd. More importantly He thought like a shepherd.

* David's job was a shepherd.
Now David was the son of an Ephrathite named Jesse, who was from Bethlehem in
Judah. Jesse had eight sons, and in Saul's time he was old and well advanced in
years. Jesse's three oldest sons had followed Saul to the war: The firstborn was
Eliab; the second, Abinadab; and the third, Shammah. David was the youngest.
The three oldest followed Saul, but David went back and forth from Saul to tend his
father's sheep at Bethlehem. <1 Sam 17:12-15>

* David saw to the protection of the sheep in his absence.
Early in the morning David left the flock with a shepherd, loaded up and set out, as
Jesse had directed. He reached the camp as the army was going out to its battle
positions, shouting the war cry.<1 Sam 17:20>

* David was confident in his job as shepherd to the point that he did not need to defend
when his brother questioned him.
When Eliab, David's oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he burned
with anger at him and asked, "Why have you come down here? And with whom did
you leave those few sheep in the desert? | know how conceited you are and how
wicked your heart is; you came down only to watch the battle." <1 Sam 17:28>

* David justifies himself to Saul as a sheep protector
But David said to Saul, "Your servant has been keeping his father's sheep. When a
lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, | went after it, struck it
and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, | seized it by its hair,
struck it and killed it. Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this
uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies
of the living God. <1 Sam 17:34-36>

David was a shepherd who happened to become a worshipper, a warrior and a king.
However, after all of his promotions he still was a shepherd. One day David made a
mistake. It was greater than a "mistake.”" David sinned. He had a man named Urriah
killed just so he could sleep with Urriah's wife. Who would dare tell a king that he had
offended God? A prophet named Nathan confronted David. Please take a moment to
consider the possible consequences of this confrontation, As a warrior and a king, David
could have had Nathan killed. Nathan approached David as a shepherd.
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The LORD sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, "There were two men in
a certain town, one rich and the other poor. The rich man had a very large number of
sheep and cattle, but the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought.
He raised it, and it grew up with him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his
cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him. "Now a traveler came to the
rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare
a meal for the traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged
to the poor man and prepared it for the one who had come to him." David burned with
anger against the man and said to Nathan, "As surely as the LORD lives, the man who did
this deserves to die! He must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a
thing and had no pity." Then Nathan said to David, "You are the man! This is what the
LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'l anointed you king over Israel, and | delivered you from
the hand of Saul. | gave your master's house to you, and your master's wives into your
arms. | gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, | would
have given you even more. Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is
evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be
your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. Now, therefore, the sword will
never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the
Hittite to be your own." "This is what the LORD says: 'Out of your own household | am
going to bring calamity upon you. Before your very eyes | will take your wives and give
them to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight. You did
it in secret, but | will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.” Then David said to
Nathan, "I have sinned against the LORD." Nathan replied, "The LORD has taken away
your sin. You are not going to die.

David responded correctly, "I have sinned against the Lord.” Psalm 51 sheds more light
on David's response.. The prayer of a shepherd.

For the director of music. A psalm of David. When the prophet Nathan came to him
after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba. Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my
transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For | know
my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. Against you, you only, have |
sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you
speak and justified when you judge. Surely | was sinful at birth, sinful from the time
my mother conceived me. Surely you desire truth in the inner parts ; you teach me
wisdom in the inmost place. Cleanse me with hyssop, and | will be clean; wash
me, and | will be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones
you have crushed rejoice. Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity.
Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not
cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy
of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. Then | will teach
transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to you. Save me from
bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, and my tongue will sing of your
righteousness. O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. You
do not delight in sacrifice, or | would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt
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offerings. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O
God, you will not despise. In your good pleasure make Zion prosper; build up the
walls of Jerusalem. Then there will be righteous sacrifices, whole burnt offerings to
delight you; then bulls will be offered on your altar.

In verses 1-10 David acknowledges his sin and a merciful, holy God. In verses 11-12
David discusses the actual loss and the fear of losing his joy, God's presence, and the
Holy Spirit. In verses 13-15 David makes a commitment to change. In verses 16-19
David re-acknowledges the gravity of the situation.

In conclusion, one final thought. Note that this psalm written by David was addressed to
the music director, He publicly exposed his own sin to the nation of Israel.
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